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6 December 1954

 Mr. Walworth Sarbour
Diepartosent of State
Washington, D. C.

Dear Wally:

1 enclose herewith 2 voug)y g, uf: *iving certain
suggestions which you might wish iy o0, T in cennection
with & reply to the Hungavien regh., i, &% of 15 October
1954, Possibly this is s bit long. .4 ?‘“%t you give
consideration to the poseibility of mi¥8Hy some use of

the Hungarian Peace Trefity; we have mentiened it twice.
Whether or not this is wige, I can hardly judge.

When you have had a chance to look at this, X
should ke to have an opportunity to discuss with the
Secretary and you, and anyone else you may wish, the .
over -all Hungarian problem | STAT
STAT

Sincerely,

il

Aﬁen W. Dulles
Director
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The Legation of the United States of America presents its compliments
to the Minigtry for Foreign Affsirs of the Hungarian ?nople»'s Kepublic and has
the honor to refer to the Ministry's mote of October 15, 1954, concerning leaflets
earried by dalloons intc Hungary.

The Legation is instracted by the United States Government to state
that the activity in question was undertaken by the Crusade for Freedom and
fsdio Free Eurcpe on their own initistive and responsibility. These are
private organizations who speak on behalf of private American citizens. In
view of the jarge number of Americans of Hungsrian background and ancestry,
the interest which our gitizens take in the welfare of the Hungarisan paople is
quite underatandable,

Since this matter of the balloon leaflets was called to its sttention
the Goversmant of the United States has obtained copies of the leafiets and
s sxamined their content,

The consideration of these leaflets and of the Ministry's note leaves the
Government of the United States at & loss to understand the basis of the
Hungarian Goveramemt's coacern. The Wi in quegtion auggest only
that the poople of Hungary employ legal means tc achieve realization of rights
and benelits legally and constitutionally agsured them,! Hence there appears
wo foundation for any allegation that the leaflets in guestion are in fact

*inciting”, "slandercus”, or "seditious”,

H00[ 2%
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On the coatrary, it is noted that in recent mooths the highest officials
of the Hungarian Goverament themselves have in fact spoken officially in
inciting ianguage about the deplorable state of affairs in Hungary, including
references to flagrant abuses of palice power and judicial processes and desp-
seated economic ilis and political tensions. The leaflets in question sent by
the Ameorvican iriends of Hungary sppear mild in comparison as they are con-
carasd solely with giving some suggestions as to the legal means of correcting
evils whose axistence the Hungarian Government have thus officiaily sdmitted.
The United States Government cannot belfeve that the Hungarian Goverament
wishes to put itsel in the pogition of branding as "gubversive” a genuine
initistive by private citizens in this country to support ths Hungarian people
in their search for a more sbundant and freer life, an objective truly common
to all people throughout the world,

In view of the vagus wording of the Ministry's note of October 15, the
Legstion is instructed to request from the Minlsiry that It make clear the
asture of its chisctions to the lesaflets in question,

Specifically, the Usited States Goverament would like to know if the
Hungarizxn Goverament finds repugnant -« and if so, for what reasons -~ the

by picaty Cobons
points nade in the leafleisthat the Bungarian Government, in practice, could
improve the condition of the Hungarian peaple by:

B, Vesting real authority in popularly chosen Local Coumcils,
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constitutionally Tesponsible and accountable to the local population;
b, Enforcing the constitutional guarantees of free speech and

sssembly;

£, Wm‘emmmagmmam

iaw;

¢. Guarantesing tho Tight of the working peassut to & just share

of the fruits of his labor;

.. 3::3»«31!:5 the responsibility of the working people freely
to organize for the protection of their interests against b alk
sxploitation;

£, Observance of the constitutional right of the workers to proper
rest and recrestion, as wall as other benefits necessary for s decent
itvelihood;

g Aﬁirmﬁiwﬁat;amctthwﬁtkdmgm ian
Sommaynity, the sconomic weliare of the Rungarian people must
transcend the demands resuiting from forsign economic levies;

h. Recogaition that the forced nationalisation of consumer
goods outlets and services has deprived the Hungarian people
not only of an important elament of their guaranteed personal

liberty, but also of their legitimate material neods;
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1. Realising the requivement for adeguate housing to assist
in protecting the institutions of marvisge and family;

J» Establishing the principle of free sducation, and scholarly

inguiry, snd the constitutional right of freedom of worship and

conscience.,

Here in the United States we {ind nons of thess suggestions either
Inciting, slanderous, or seditious. In fact, we find them to be banic to 3
free way of life and cssential to raise the apiritual and physical standards of
any country sl peopley:

Furthermore the United States Government foels impelied to point
put that better understanding among peoples necesaarily implies the right of
peonles to communicate freely with each sther and ta\ {ive in neighborliness
and friandship. If certain American citizens have adopted & some what enusual
and poasibly unorthodox method of compmnicating with the Hungarian people,
this is due molely to the actions of the HRungarian Goverament snd to those in
and outside of Hungary who may be reaponsible for its policy in erecting
barriers against normal intercoures among peoples, Not only are the alrways
in Hungary sriificially jammed to prevent as far as possible communication
by radio, bat Hungary by s physical barrier has attempted to preveast the
entry of friendly peoples into Hungary and the de ews people to

other iands.
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The United States Government desires, therefore, to take this occasion
to reiterate ity belief in establishing and developing international freedom of
comuyunications and 1o express ite conviction that the first steps in achieving
peaceful relations between peoples will be frustrated so long as governments
wuch as the Hungarian Government attempt to isclate and ailence their own
people, The United States Government hopes that the day will come when
bhalloons will no longer be necessary as a means by which the people of one
country may {reely communicate with peoples in other lands.

1t is not suggested in the note of the Hungariap Government that any
physical harm has resulted to persons or to property within Hungary by the
use of balloons to bring these messages from people to people, It must be,
therefore, that the Hungarian Government takes umbrage at the specific
content of the messages carried by these balloons, If such is the case it is
belioved that the precise nature of these objections should be made clear before
the aforementioned note can be given further consideration,

Thin is s}l the more pertinent becauss it is clearly within the power
of the Hungarian Government, itself, to take remedial action.

Should the Hungarian Government, in conformity with the obligations
it sgsumed toward the United States and other signatories under Article Two
of the Treaty of Peace, establish freedom of discussion, opinton, and

assembly within the country and, in accordance with the spirit of that Article,
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remove sxisting barriers to free interchange with the outside world, the
need for the friends of Hungary to resort to unconventional means of communics-

tion will no longer exist.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/02 : CIA-RDP80B01676R004000070010-2



